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No great artist seen things as they look,
If he Ceases to be an Artist
— Oscar wilde
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The Relevance of Swami Vivekananda
And His Message to the Modern World

I R E S AR E R R ENERDENEERENESHSENRSESS RN

Kamakhya P. Chowdhuri
Vice-Principal, Nowgong College, Nagaon

E A N E RS SRR REEESEEENEREREENERESNESESEERBEDS.]

LB B B B N B N
western devotee of Swamiji once described Swamiji as being
“Young in years, but eternal in wisdom™ In a short span of life
of just 39 years (1864-1903) Swamiji has shown the world
what a man is able to do with his inner potentialities and
divinity of which he remains mostly unaware of. With his
Midas touch, Swamiji has transformed everythigg into
gold-be it religion, music, writing, architecture, oratory
or organisation. Swamiji is so great, so prefound, so
deep that one is at a loss when asked to think about him,
arrange his thought and pen it down, or utter it loud. Therefore it
~ would be like a bag of salt who wants to measure the sea when we
.. venture to take a peep into the great life of Swamiji. When Swami
* Ramakrishnanandaji was sent by Swamiji to estiblish Madras
Ramakrishna Math, he would read the (Gospel of Ramakrishna)
; ‘Kathambrita® all by himself. When asked, Swami
. Ramakrishnanandaji said that the holy words of the saints
L hallowed and holified the entire atmosphere. Therefore, it would
| be like a pilgrimage to try to take a look into his great life and
% message. It would enable us to understand the relevance of
Swamiji’s life and message for the modern generation.

The first thing that strikes us about Swamiji was his profound
love for his country and his countrymen. He came and awoke
India from her self defeating slumber - “If there is any land on
this earth that lay claim to be the blessed Punyabhumi (Sacred
land) .... the land where humanity has attained its highest
towards gentleness, towards generosity, towards purity towards
calmness, above all, the land of introspection and of spitituality -
it is India.” .

It was his Chicago Address delivered on 1893, 11th
September, that changed the intire picture. In Shakespeare’s
words - “He came, he saw and he conquered.” Hariet Monroe
in her “A Poet’s life” pays a rich tribute to Swamiji -

“The handsome monk....gave us in perfect English a

masterpiece. His personality, dominant, magnetic; his

2059-30%8 . o
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voice, rich as a bronze bell, the beauty of his
message to the Western world...... these combined to
give us a rare and perfect moment of supreme emotion.
It was human eloquence at its hight pitch.”

For centuries together, the western world had
looked down upon our culture, tradition, religion and even
literature. But now Swamiji changed the entire scenerio.
Swamiji said-"You have done well, only try to do better.”
Swamiji advised us to know our past because “Out of
the past is built the future.” We must know of our great
ancestors, we must learn the elements of our being, the
blood through our veins, we must build an India that is
“Yet greater than what she has been.”

Roman Rolland in his famous book “The Life of
Vivekananda and Universal Gospel” has compared
Swamiji with Lazarus. Jesus Christ has resurrected the
dead Lazarus from his grave The famous painter
Rambrant has a beautiful painting of Lararus. And
Swamiji also awoke the sleeping Indians - “Awake, arise
and stop not till the goal is reached.” When after the
Chicago Address, Swamiji became a celebrity overnight,
and was housed in a luxurious hotel room, he could not
sleep at night. The thought a millions of Indians grovelling
in poventy gave him a shock. Sister Christine has
remembered how Swamiji spoke the five letters - I - N
- D -1 - A with pride and emotion.

History tells us that national freedom owes its
origin in Swamiji’s teachings. From Bapuji to Netaji,
everybody was inspired by the life and teachings of
Swamiji. India was the land of his heart’s desire.
Everything concerning her - “Her history, her people,
her architecture, her manners and customs, her rivers,
mountains, plains, her culture, her great spiritual concept,
her scriptures” - was of deep interest to him. Speaking
of himself, Swamiji once said that he was a “Condensed
India”. He loved his country so much that eventually he
became the embodiment of India. Sister Nivedita said -
“India was Samiji’s greatest passion, India throbbed in
his breast, India beat in his pulses, India was his day
dream, India was his nightmare. Not only this, He was
India, he was Bharat-the very symbol of her spiritualiy,
her purity, her wisdom, her power, her vision and her
destiny.” There was no one who loved India better than
Swamiji, there was no body who was more proud of his
country than Swamiji, there was no body who worked
more zealously for her well-being than Swamiji, there
was nobody who lashed out at the imbecility, cowardice
of the Indians more than Swamiji. Swamiji’s writings,

his life and message present the true picture of India.
Therefore Rabindra Nath Tagore has said - “If you want
to know India, study Vivekananda.”

Swamiji’s profound love for India inspired the
people of India during the freedom movement. The Indious
came to realise that - “It is the same land which stands
firmer than any rock in the world, with its undying vigour,
indestructible life.”

Before Swamiji, India did not know what
nationalism meant. Robert Clive came to India, defeated
Siraj-ud-daula and his big army with a few soldiers. The
majority of the Indians felt that this was morely a battle of
two kings, they never bothered to think in at it was the
end their freedom, they did not realise that their country
was going to be ruled by foreign invaders. This was the
story of 1757. Even at for one hundred years in 1857,
during the First Freedom Movement which the British
termed as “Sepoy Mutiny”, the common people never
backed the Indian sepoys. Had it been so, Nana Sahib,
Tantia-Jopi would never have been defeated and king
Bahardur Shah would not have been deported. For
centuries together India was the victim of history. Invaders
came, conquered India and the Indians were completely
passive, cowering under the moustrous power of the
foreign invaders. But on 11th September, 1893 after
Swamiji’s Chicago Address, India began to shape history.
American press and intelligencia were all praise for him.
Some described him as a Buddha, some as a christ, and
some as a warrior monk who stood for India. “We send
Missionaries to his people! It would be more fitting that
they should send missionaries to us.” - said one after
having heard his speech. Mr. Marwin-Marie Snell who
was the president of the Scientific Session stated- “The
people thronged about him whenever he went and hung
with eagerness on his every word. The most rigid of
Orthodox Christian say of him, “He is indeed prince among
men!”

Swamiji had made three predictions. The first and
the most important of these was the freedom of India. In
the nineties of the 19th century, Swamiji had said, “India
would be free within the next 50 years in unforeseen
circumstances.” At that time, nobody gave much
importance to it. People were happy to be ruled by the
British. There was hardly any political awareness among
the Indians. It was against this backdrop that Swamiji had
made this prediction.

Swamiji’s second significant prediction was that
the first Proletariat Revolution would take place either in



Russia or in China. With organised labour movement, this
will happen in England. But Swamiji with his profound
knowledge of the perception of historical forces was
correct.

Swamiji made yet another prediction that India
would someday rise to the great height of power and
prosperity. We may wonder when and how this would
happen when she is beleaguered by insurmountable
problems. But things are not so bleak. Swamiji wanted all
to be raised to Brahminhood. The common people were
God at the macro level to him. He wanted everybody to
worship this God- “Let all other vain gods disappear for
the time.”

Swamiji once declared that he was a socialist.
He knew it perfectly well that socialism was not perfect.
“But half-a-loaf is better than no bread” He predicted
that the working people would ultimately assume the top
position in society. The revolutions by which the Proletariat
came to power both in Russia and in China were violent.
Swamiji never wanted a violent revolution in India.
Therefore he warned the upper classes that they should
lend their support to the progress of transition. Otherwise
they would face a grave peril. Swamiji had another idea
about social revolution. Both in Russia and in China, after
the Revolution, a sharp decline in cultural standard had
followed. Therefore Swamiji wanted that before a social
revolution, a country should be deluged with spiritual
thought. 3

Swamiji was not
a politician, but it was he
who had inspired every
political leader who
shaped India;s distiny.
Tilak, Sir Aurabinda,
Mahatma Gandhi, Netaji
almost every natonal
leader acknowledges his
indebtedness to Swamiji.
To quote Gh
Rajagopalachari-"Swami
Vivekananda saved
Hinduism and saved India.
But for him, we would
have lost our religion and
would not have gained our
freedom. We therefore
owe everything to Swami
Vivekananda.”
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Swamiji’s ideas, concept about education
deserve special mention. We are wonder-struck to find
how a man at such a of young age in the midst of such a
busy life, could have such a deep and profound insight
about education, that will be completely fit in the Indian
context.

Education is not simply book learning or parrot
learning. According to Swamiji, “The training by which
the current and expression of will are bought under control
and become fruitful is called education.” It is a.
development of faculty, not an accumulation of words.
Unlike most of the educationists, Swamiji did not want
to produce a line of machines with the sole purpose of
earning money. In his own words that can not be put in
any other way, we can say - “The ideal of all education,
all training, should be .......... man making. Education is
not the amount of information, that is put into your brain
and runs riot there, undigested, all your life. We must
have life-building, man-making character making

assimilation of ideas. This kind of education will enable *

us to form our character, increase our mind, expand our
intellect and stand on our own feet.
Swamiji was deeply worried about the way in

which education was imparted. From boy-hood we have &
been given all kinds negative training. Nothing positive &

has been taught to us. It is simply a means to turn out
“clerks”. The education that does not help the common
man of people to prepare
themselves to face the
challenge of life the
education that dces not
flower the strength of
character the spirit of
philanthropy is valueless.
In his beautiful way,
Swamiji has opined - “If
education is identical
with information, the
libraries are the greatest
sages in the world, and
encyclopaedias are the
Rishis.” Swamiji with his
profound insight could
understand that in the
modern age, education
will be tentamount to
assortment of
information and not the
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knowledge. It will produce people who will work like
machines, and live a “Jelly fish existence”. Education
and religion are inter connected. Religion is like rice and
the other things are like curries. Taking only curries will
be harmful, in the same way taking only rice will cause
indigestion. There should be perfect balance between
them. He defines education- “Education is the
manifestation of the perfection that is already in man.”

Swamiji had great respect for women. He
always advocated for giving preper respect to the
women. He said- “The principal reason why your race
has so much deganerated is that you have no respect for
the living images of Shakti.” All nations have attained
greatness by paying proper respect to women. Swamiji
wanted that the women should be allowed to solve their
own problem. Women should be given proper education,
and then, they will find out what is good for them, and
what is bad and will spontaneously eschew the bad.
Swamiji said that history, religion, arts, science, house-
keeping, cooking, sweing and hygiene-the simple essential
points of these subjects ought to be taught to our women.
Their education must be an eye-opener in all matters.
Ideal characters must always be presented so that they

2C | may follow the lofty principles of selflessness.

The intensity of Swamiji’s humanistic impulse is
particularly revealed in the course of the following letter
written to Miss Mary Hale on 9th July 1897- “I have lost
all my wish for my salvation. I never wanted earthly
enjoyments. I must see my machine in strong working
order, and then knowing sure that I have put in a lever
for the good of humanity in India at least, which no power
can drive back. I will sleep without caring what will be
next, and may I be born again and again, and suffer
thousands of miseries so that I may worship the only
God that exists, the only God I believe in, the sum total
of all souls-and above all, my God the wicked, my God
the miserable, my God the poor of all races, of all species,
in the special object of my worship.”

Who has loved man more than Swamiji? He has
made us aware of our inner divinity. We are all God, by
mistake we remain oblivious of our real nature. Like the
cub of the lioness brought up among the sheep and
behaving like them, We have forgotten our own entity.
The function of religion is to make man aware of his
inner divinity. Religion is not a matter of running away
from this world. It is not a matter of escape. He urged

man to plunge, selfless and unafraid into the shining centre
of this world and find that it is God, that is Reality itself.

Swamiji had arrived in America for his second
visit on 28 August 1899. From this time, he left India,
Swamiji had been full of what he termed his “New
Gospel”. Sister Nivedita in her famous book “The Master
as I Saw Him” has described that it was even before his
ship had entered the Bay of Bengal that he suddenly
exclaimed - “Yes! The older I grow, the more everything
seems to me to lie in manliness. This is my new Gospal.”
According to him, manliness emanated from the Atma,
permeating the whole empirical man-body, soul, mind, heart
and will. It means a kind of mental state when we want
nothing, fear nothing, dislike nothing and serve all and we
can stand alone. In 1895, he had written a letter to his
English friend Mr. Sturdy - “Perfect sincerity, holiness,
gigantic intellect and an all-conquering will. Let only a
handful of men work with these and the whole world will
be revolutionized.....”

Marie Louise Burke in her book “Swami
Vivekananda. Prophet of the Modern Age” has concluded
her book with the observation - “When a prophet speaks
with such urgency, society, as he said, “Is bound to veer
round, perhaps centuries after one is dead and gone’.
Perhaps centuries after - but I do not really think that
Vivekananda’s words will take so long time to revolutionize
the world.” The way shown by Swamiji is difficult to follow,
but it is the only way of survival open to the humanity.
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huswant Singh the sparking

diva of acid wit and brassy
humour who died recently at

the age of 99 on 20th March
2014. He had been a prominent
name among the canonical figures of
Indian English writing. His prolific
hand ranged from brilliant historical anthologies to novels and short stories and further from
politically incisive comments to translation and gocial commentary. He was the recipient of
Padma Vibhushan, the second-highest civilian aji{d in India.

Born in 1915 in Hadali (now in Pakistan) was educated at the Government College,
Lahore and at king's College, Cambridge Uni§g'ity, and the Inner Temple in London. He
practiced law at the Lahore High Court for sevi @ yars before joining the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs in 1947. He began a distinguisned career as a journalist with the All India
Radio in 1951. Since then he has been founder-editor of Yojana (1951-1953), editor of the
lustrated weekly of India (1979-1980), chief editor of New Delhi (1979-1980) and editor of
the Hindustan times is by far one of the most popular columns of the day. His bestselling books
include A History of the Sikhs, Train to Pakistan, Delhi: A Novel, Ranjit Singh: Maharaja of
the Punjab and an autobiography, Truth, Love and a Little malice.

Among his fiction Train to Pakistan (1953) is one of his finest works. This novel is based
on 1947, following the political separation of India and Pakistan in post independent phase. The
book encapsulates the trauma of partition and highlights poignantly the miasma of despair that
shadowed those troublesome years. Silhouetted against the chasm of the religious Hindi-Muslim
hatred is a tale of flourishing love in the isolated village of Mano Majra, on the banks of the
Sutlej, initially unknown to the horror of partition. The love affair of a Sikh boy and Muslim
J girl triumphs over communalism and the inhuman atrocities of the cross border politics. As a
‘J partition based historical novel Khushwant Singh unfurls the story from a human perspective,
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instead of depicting the Partition in terms of its political
repercussions. In the events that follow in the narrative,
a local money-lender is murdered, and suspicion falls
up on Juggut Singh, the village gangster who is in love
with a Muslim girl. The peaceful events take a chaotic
turn when a ghost train arrives, carrying the bodies of

dead Sikhs. This ghastly incident transforms the village

into a raging battlefield, and the local administrative
authorities are unable to curb the rising tide of
unavoidable violence. It is then that the hamlet of
Mano Majra comes to terms with the new separatist
reality of India and Pakistan as individual nation states,
and the subsequently changing relations between the
two communal groups- Hindus and Muslims.
Throughout the novel politics and policy are identified
as a kind of bad faith, to be contrasted with the earthy
simplicity of the villagers. According to M.K. Naik the
pitiless realism of the novel is however flawed in the
role played by Igbal the communist who acts as the
author’'s mouthpiece. The novel is often seen in terms
of representing a 'gruff romantic nationalism' in the
village Mano Majra which eventually becomes the real
hero of the novel.

I Shall Not Hear the Nightingale (1959) is
Singh's second novel set in British India. The novel is
about a shrewd and wily magistrate Butu Singh loyal
to the British, and his rebellious nationalist son Sher
Singh who believes in using the gun to drive out the
foreign master for the native land. Khuswant Singh
has mercilessly pilloried Indian officialdom. In the
course of the novel a heinous murder deeply
traumatizes the family and disrupts the blood
relationship between father and son, and the conjugal
bond between wife and husband. The arrest of the son
by the British compels the father to force his son in
making two choices- either the son betrays his
comrades or face death by being hanged. According to
M. K. Naik the only respectable character in the novel
is the old mother Sbhrai. The novel derives its title
from her reply to her son's assurance that after
Independence, 'once more the Nightingales will sing'.
She says "I shall not hear the Nightingale' a sentiment
in tune with the novel's nationalist temperament. The
novel pitches in religious tension and fraternal strife in

India during the times of colonization to explore
morbidity in domestic relationships. Further as A. K.
Mehrotra remarks the novel reflects Singh's opinion that
Indian culture ought to express itself more openly about
sex. This view combines with the carnivalesane style of
his journalism in Delhi: A Novel (1989), which uses a
broad historical canvas, chatty and digressive narrative
style, an irreverent tone and content.

Khushwant Singh has collaborated in translation
of the Sikh scriptures for UNESCO collection, The
Sacred Writings of the Sikhs (1960) and has translated
literature from Punjabi, Hindi and Urdu. A History of
Sikhs (163(1963) is Khuswant Singh's most passionate
contribution to his own community. This two-volume
book is considered the most comprehensive and
authoritative book on the Sikhs. Based on basic
research, it is written in a way to be accessible to even
the lay reader. This book earned him the Nishan-e-
Khalsa award and doctorate from Guru Nanak Dev
University.

The robustness of Singh's writings is further
imminent in his later novels. The company of Women
(1999) is one of his most controversial works of fiction.
Khushwant Singh wrote this novel at the age of 84. The
novel chronologically presents the most sensuous
pictures of nine women who had an illicit sexual
entourage with the protagonist Mohan. A comment on
hypocrisy in the Indian society, the book tells the story
of Mohan Kumar who believes "lust is the true
foundation of love". The book was talked about for its
unbridled sexuality and brazen views on man-woman
relationship. The misogynistic undertone of the book also
brought stringent criticism upon Khuswant Singh. Truth,
Love and a Little Malice (2002) is Khuswant Singh's
autobiography which delves into his personal life and all
those he met during the journey was controversial yet
true to its title. Right from his first relationship to
important political events he witnessed to his familial
roots- all find a place here and are handled unabashedly
and truthfully in a carnivelesque style without much
concern for his public image.

Another of his definitive work is Why I Supported
the Emergency (2004), a bold and thought provoking
collection of essays on India's Emergency which



explained the reason why Khushwant Singh supported
the proclamation on June 25. In the book, he goes to
point out the mistakes which were made then and which,
he says, must be avoided the next time conditions require
suspension of democratic norms for the preservation of
law and order. The book as well compile profiles of
historical figures such as Indira Gandhi, Mahatma
Gandhi, Jawarharlal Nehru, Jinnah, about people who
strove for the economic development of India like J.R.D.
Tata, G.D. Birla, and Sir C.P. Ramaswamy, about poets,
writers, and even about the Bandit Queen, Phoolan
Devi. The book edited by Sheela Reddy criticizes the
mistakes that led to the suspension of democratic norms
for the preservation of law and order that lead to the
situation of Emergency. The author modestly puts in his
observation analysis of the events of the times. The
book was edited by Sheela Reddy.

In the last years of his life Khuswant Singh with
his undeterred writing spirit produced Absolute
Khushwant: The Low-down on Life, Death and Most
Things In-between (2010) with Humra Quaraishi and a
book of biographical profiles, The good, the Bad and the
Ridiculous (2013). The Good, The bad and The
ridiculous explores 16 famous personalities, including
several literary giants, including former Prime Ministers
Jawahar Lal Nehru and Indira Gandhi, Mohammad Ali
Jinnah, Krishna Menon, Sanjay Gandhi, Amrita Sher-gil,
Begum Para, M.S. Golwalkar, mMother Teresa, Faiz
Ahmed Faiz, Dhirendra Brahmachari, General Tikka
Khan, Phoolan Devi and Bhagat Puran Singh. In his
final novel, The Sunset Club (2010), a group of
octogenarians initiate a discourse on politics, philosophy
and erotic pleasures at the fag end or sunset, as the title
suggests, of their lives. The Sunset Club is a deeply
moving exploration of friendship, sexuality, old age and
infirmity; a joyous celebration of nature; an insightful
portrait of India s paradoxes and complexities through
the eyes of the octogenarians.

Apart from his fiction, Khushwant Sing's
journalism and non-fictional prose reveals an incisive
analysis of the social and political problems of
contemporary India. He comes across as a writer who
unfolds the pathos of the existing binaries of 'progress”
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verses corruption, poverty, superstition and degrading
social valurs. His writings stand as a witnessing
testimony to independent India's milestones and depict
with force, brilliance and passion the problems which
torture and torment the Indian ethos in Existing times.
Though his mother tongue was Punjabi and his cultural
language was Urdu - he loved the Urdu poets and
knew the Persian script- he chose to write in English.
Intellectually independent and vivacious, he never took
himself too seriously. Despite his Sikh background he
was an unrepentant agnostic. His gregariousness and
shunning off from intellectual pretentions made quite a
success in ridiculing pomposity, self-righteousness,
religiosity and India's myriad gods. His newspaper
column With Malice Towards One and All was
syndicated all over India, and his benign attitude
towards Pakistan and Muslims in general infuriated
many of India's nationalists, notably the rightwing
Hindus who dubbed him "The last Pakistani Living on
Indian Soil". His critics often accused him of taking the
uncontested liberty of publishing just what he liked in
his countless columns and more than 50 novels and
short-story collections, a print freedom not so easily
accessible to many. Beginning as a writer of fiction, he
went on to gain distinction as a historian, translator and
journalist. He served as the editor of several literary
and news magazines, as well as two newspapers,
through the 1970s and 1980s. Despite a rakish
reputation, and the scandalous sexual daring of much
of his work it is his wishful transparency, humour and
clear secularism that receives much accolade for the
deceased writer.
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Socio-Economic Significance of Home Economy :
A Critical Analysis from Gandhian Perspective

Dr. Nabaprasad Nath
Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy

Home economy this principle on its head and envisioned a

implies economic-self-
dependence. It gives

stress on the self-

sufficiency of

mankind. If someone

is economically self

sufficient then it can be

said, it has great impact on

the society as well as the
nation state. Gandhi's vision of a
free India was not of a nation state, but of
self governing, self reliant, self employed
people living in village communities
deriving their right livelihood from the
products of their homesteads. As Gandhi was a
champion of swadeshi, a home economy, that is why
he wished maximum economic and political power to
remain in the hands of the village assemblies
(Panchayatas), including the power to decide what
could be imported or exported from the village,
Swadeshi avoids economic dependence on external
marker forces which could make the village
community vulnerable. It also avoids unnecessary,
unhealthy, wasteful and therefore environmentally
destructive transportation. The village must build a
strong economic base to satisfy most of its needs and
all members of the village community should give
priority to local goods and services. Gandhi considered
such types of villages so important that he wanted to
give them the status of "village republics". The British
ruled India on the principle of centralized, industrialized
and mechanized modes of production. Gandhi turned

decentralized, homegrown, handcrafted mode of
production. In his
words, "not mass
production,  but
production by the
masses." Of course,
there can be arguments

on this  particular
statement of Gandhi
especially in the time of
global economy.

However this issue will
be considered in the later
part of this discussion.
Here one thing can be imagined that by adopting
the principle of production by the masses, village
communities would be able to restore dignity to word
done by human hands. There is an intrinsic value in
anything we do with our own hands, and in handing over
work to machines we lose not only the material benefits,
but also the spiritual benefits. Gandhi said, "It is a
misfortune for the present mankind that millions of
people have ceased to use their hands as hands. If the
craze for machinery methods continues, it is highly likely
that a time will come when we shall be so incapacitated
and weak that we shall begin to curse ourselves for
having forgotten the use of the living machines given to
us by God. In supporting the production by the masses
Gandhi said, mass production is only concerned with
product, whereas production by masses is concerned
with the product, the producers and the process.
According to Gandhi, the global economy is the



creation of strong, aggressive, clever and competitive
individuals who wish to become rich and powerful. In
contrast, a locally based economy enhances community
spirit, community relationships and community wellbeing.
Such an economy enhances mutual aid. Gandhi knew
that in the globalization of the economy, every nation
would wish to export more and import less to keep the
balance of payment in its favor. There would be fierce
competition to capture the markets of foreign lands. In
this competition a few multinational corporation would
win and small companies in most countries would lose
as a result of which a global economic crisis can arise.

Gandhi the, Karma-Yogi Philosopher knew that
beyond a certain limit, economic growth becomes
detrimental to human wellbeing. The modern world view
is that the more material goods you have the better your
life will be. But Gandhi said, "A certain degree of
physical comfort is necessary but above a certain level
it becomes a hindrance instead of a help, therefore the
ideal of creating an unlimited number of wants and
satisfying them, seems to be a delusion and a trap. The
satisfaction of one's physical needs mush come at a
certain point to a deed stop before it degenerates into
physical decadence. European will have to remodel their
outlook if they are not to perish under the weight of the
comforts to which they are becoming slaves." Actually
at the present time America is facing exactly those
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types of problems. The recent visit of the president of
USA to India searching for jobs and some other aids
for American people indicates the adverse affect of this
so called western attitude. In order to protect their
economic interest, USA use to gl to military as well as
economic war. It can be said, the present economic
crisis in America is the result of that attitude.

Gandhi says, we cannot have real peace in the
world if we look at each other's countries as sources
for raw materials or as markets for finished industrial
goods. The seeds of war are sown with economic
greed. If we analyze the causes of war throughout
history we will find that it is the pursuit of economic
expansion which leads to military adventures. Gandhi
said, "There is enough for every body's need, but not
enough for anybody's greed."

Actually the economic and industrialists of our
time fail to see when enough is enough. Even when
countries reach a very high standard of living, they are
still caught up with the idea of economic growth.
Those who do not know when enough is enough will
never have enough, but those who know when enough
is enough, already have enough.

Gandhi's swadeshi Is the way to comprehensive
peace: peace with one-self, peace between peoples and
peace with nature. The global economy drives people
towards high performance, high achievements, and high
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ambition for material success. This result in stress, in
loss of meaning, loses of inner peace, loss of space for
personal and family relationships and loss of spiritual
practice. Gandhi realized that in the past in India, people
had developed a mode of life which was conducive.

If we have proper study of Indian history then
it will be understood that the Indian system of local
economics provided a strong base for the highest
forms of architecture, agriculture, weaving, pottery,
furniture making, metal work, jewelry, leather goods
and hundreds of other means of livelihood. The
agricultural self dependence is most important factor
for the economy of a country. India, before
industrialization was full of skilled craftsmen and
women. They were neither 'poor' nor 'rich'. They were
members of their village communities not only living in
harmony with nature but also in harmony with each
other and with the divine principle.

Critical Appreciation of Gandhi's Home
Economy:

Gandhi's view of swadeshi May be found too
idealistic in character. Question obviously arises, "Can
Gandhi's conception of Home Economy survive in the
time of globalization?" or "Is it relevant at all in the
present time" of course it is very difficult to answer for
or against these questions. Actually human beings will
have to be clear about their wants. What they actually
need; is it material prosperity or mental peace. Is it
necessary that to be happy we need to compete with
others and will have to beat them?

In Gandhi's view, spiritual values should not be
separated from politics, economics, agriculture,
education and all the other activities of daily life.
Politics and economics without idealism will be a kind
of prostitution. Gandhi says, "Machine civilization was
no civilization at all." Some thinkers are of the opinion
that what people call modern civilization is
unsustainable whereas Gandhi's economics of
swadeshi is an economics of permanence and
durability. Swadeshi is an economics of a good life
and joyful living; an economics of caring for the
community and for nature.

It is cannot be denied that the history of India

for the last sixty years has been a history of corruption
and political intrigue at the highest level. The political
colonization of India might have ended officially with
independence in 1947, but economic colonization still
continued and in fact continues to grow stronger. India
continues to be ruled in the English way, though the
rulers are not English man. This is becoming the never
ending tragedy of India in sight.

From the above discussions it can be imagined
that it is not just easy to conclude this issue standing at
one side. Gandhi was right in all his arguments for
which he is still been remembered and survive forever.
But question again arise "why his ideology of Swadeshi
is not followed in the practical field? Is this ideology just
leads us towards our primitive stage of development? If
there is no machinery development then the race of
human civilization will be every slow. If there is no
technological development then what will happen to the
ever-evolving human brain? If there is no globalization
then is it possible for human being to survive in true
sense? Can we say the mankind form each and every
region of the globe is self sufficient? Is the nature kind
enough to give them all their requirements naturally
without using any machine technology?"

These are some of the questions which are very
difficult to be answered without understanding the true
meaning and intention of Gandhi's Home-Economy and
Globalization. Actually the concept of globalization
occurred to make the world a village or a family where
there will be no war but Universal Brotherhood, co-
operation in every field and need among the people of
the world. Of course it is the result of the rapid
development of the technology. But this great motive of
globalization has been commercialized by some of the
developed countries and the industrialists.

Anain if we try to realize the true motive of
Gandhi's Swadeshi Is it will be found that his philosophy
is precious for a successful living in true sense. If it is
possible to purity the present concept of globalization by
Gandhian ideology then, it can be said, the whole world
will become the dream village of Gandhi. Of course
there is a necessity for a global revolution of this
ideology; otherwise it will remain just as a utopia in
front of the industrialized global economy.®
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Cinema - The word etymologically means
movement, that is the movement of the subjects in picture.
The irony is that cinema is the portrait of what is being
thought by the director/script writer and present it in the
form of an act.

A film is not only a source of entertainment but it
is also a medium to portrait the contemporary issues and
facts. Indian cinema has long been playing the role of
reflecting the ongoing issues onto the screen. They are
mirrors that reflect the growing aspirations of Indians
shaking off centuries of subjugation. Films provide a
platform for Indians
to collectively
celebrate or
unourn. They
reflect how politics,
society and
economy in India
have been changing
over the decades.

Bollywood
reflects the
transformation of
the Indian psyche
from a post-colonial
pastiche of different
politeness of the 1950s to the confident global Indian of
this century. Shammi Kapoor was the first to launch
transformation during the 1950s, Bachchan signalled
through his on-screen behaviour that Indians were no
longer willing to take things lying down. The new age
heroine is also a revengeful and strong woman like

FLECTQ

Madhuri Dixit in ‘Anzaam’ which in early days females
were epitome of beauty and elegance like Vaijayanthi
Mala in ‘Sangam’. From colourful ‘Mela’ dances and
‘nautankis’ to sizzling bar dances and discotheques, from
holi celebrations to valentine’s day proposals, all these
represent slow westernization of Indian society.

If the *50s represented romanticism and home,
and the ‘60s were marked by disillusionment and
escapism the ‘70s were dearly signed by rage and
despair. The “o0il shock” of 1973 triggered a devastating
bout of inflation that prompted movie makers like Manoj
Kumar to make
weepy films like
‘Roti, Kapda Aur
Makaan’.

B g B E i
demolitionin 1992,
Mumbai Riots,
and Mumbai
bomb blasts were
all pointers of new
found hard line
‘Hindutva’ and
fundamentalist
Islam. Our film
makers acutely
painted this picture in movie like ‘Bombay’.

The film “Nayak’ vividly depicted the then
corrupted political sceneries; the way political power has
been misutilizing by the so-called representatives of the
common people. The film revealed the corruption rooted
in the government offices, from the chief Minister himself
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to the clerk in a government office, from the engineers
to the labourers.

Films like ‘Gadar : Ek Prem Katha’, ‘Border’
and ‘LOC Kargil’ shows the unstable relation between
India and Pakistan. ‘Border’ released in 1997. ‘Gadar :
Ek Prem Katha® was based on the issues resulted at the
time of partition of India and Pakistan. ‘LOC Kargil’,
released in 2003 purely portrayed the Kargil was fought
between India and Pakistan and the consequences
thereafter.

Films like ‘Aan’, ‘Mujhe Jeene Do’, ‘Hero’, ‘Mr.
and Mrs. 55°, ‘Betaab’, ‘Highway’ and many more shows
the then
contemporary
kidnapping cases.
Indian cinema
has also reflected
the most inhuman
crime, that is,
rape through
various films like
‘Kayda Kanoon’,
Damini-
Lightning’,
‘Satyakam’,
‘Bandit Queen’,
‘Dushman’ and

S em

many others.
These films show how a woman is being abused, cornered
and disrespected in the society. All these films pictured
how a woman is humiliated over and over again and was
at the mercy of these ‘men’ who committed the crime.

In the new millennium, films became a reflection
of confident India. Sex was no longer a taboo. We had
movies like ‘Murder, and ‘Khwahish’, in which a bold
and daring Mallika Sherawat represented new age Indian
girl. Even the newly emerged superstar of Bollywood,
Sunny Leone-a pornstar acted boldly in many adult scenes
in ‘Jism 2°.

While on the onehand, masterpieces like
‘Company’ and ‘Satya’ were denoting the stronghold of
underworld, on the otherhand ‘Ganga Jal’ and ‘Omkara’

showed the rule of ‘bahubalis’ in Uttar Pradeah and Bihar.

Amir Khan’s ‘Taare Zameen Par’ give real insight
of the society, today kids are given so much burden of
studies that they have become book worms, the creativity
in them has faded or in otherwords, children sacrifice their
own likes, interests and hopes for their parents.

‘Singham’ and ‘Singham Returns’ show that there
still exist honest government workers who really work
for the people and provide security to the society. The
film also gave a dear idea of the fact, how the honest
police officers are targeted in the Indian society.

The film ‘Ranjhaana’ has very clearly bring forth
how the prevailing
educational system
and politics go hand in
hand at the
Jawaharlal Nehru
University. The film
depicted the two most
prestigious
universities namely
Jawaharlal Nehru
University
Banaras

and
Hindu
University which
have been well
known for rendering
commendable
services to the cause of education in India.

‘Marykom’ released in 2014, is a biopic about five-
times Female World Boxing Champion and Olympic
Bronze Medalist Mary Kom. The film gives us a clear
insight into how the desires of a woman are always covered
or underestimated, how the people of North-East India
are alienated and the way how politics has jumped into
even games and sports.

Indian cinema has always created awareness,
educate the masses and enthrals millions of lives
throughout the country. It has been successful in bringing
out many hidden aspects of the society. Thus, it can aptly
be said that Indian cinemas acts as the true reflector of

the society.®



he youth of present are the
Tfuture of tomorrow. They

will have to act actively in
their places for a better tomorrow. It
is believed that youth are the pillar
of a country. In democracy i.e. in
India youth are also presumed to be
the decision maker which we have
seen in the 2014 General Election of
India. But, now-a-days we have been the major
influence of media on youth. Today media determines
the life of youth. their life-style, way of communication
and their planning for future are also very much
influenced by media. Today's digital media is more
responsible for this rather than yesterday's print media.

Paul Chomsky, a sociologist said, "Today's
children get more of their values from the television and
the peer group than from the school, family and church".
He said this almost two decades ago. While speaking of
the youth, one refers to media users and persons relate
to media in the age group of 15-35 age. The Hoot, a
media website reveals that 45 percent of the users of
the print, broadcast, internet and social media are youth.
They always play a crucial role in the world of media.
Media productions often employ young people as
reporters, anchors, editors and photographers for better
products and more efficient results.

To begin with it's positive impact, media has
served as a very close and convivial way of
communication and entertainment to mankind. It has
provided us with an exposure to the world outside our
cozy homes. It has resulted in a exchange of views on
a variety of people from all around the world, thereby
leading to a global change of information and
knowledge. Mass media has given each of us a
platform to raise our opinions on all social and political
problems and helping in to find a way towards solution,
by sharing the information with one another. It has

.i.“&*&!aﬂ%@&é&*-

e srifRwrers wizemsat @R e Tt

‘enée of Media
on Youth

Bikash Jyoti Nath
B.A. 5th Semester, Department of English

L NN B A N NN N NN N NN NNENENHESE NN

the remote areas. It's the technological development,

that enables us to obtain such a platform where we

can present ourselves infront of the world. Pope
Francis who said in a statement, released on January
23, 2014, on the world Communication Day, "The
digital world can be an environment rich in humanity;
a network not of wires but of people. This is
something which is truely good, a good, a gift from
God." It can be an instrument to dispel darkness by
providing information to the people. The broadcast
media like television and radio play a pivotal role in
educating the illiterate youngs in rural areas. It can
enable the youth to gain the knowledge about their
historical background, social, political, economical
issues and find a path for a better society. It gives the
youth the opportunity to improve learning, to find jobs
and various sites, tips and methods to improve their
personality

Reseash has revealed that media is responsible
for influencing a major part of our daily life. Now-a-
days, we see that a child gains major part of his
knowledge only from media. Media has contributed to
a transformation in the cultural and social values of the
masses. Media can bring about a change in the
attitudes and beliefs of the common man. The
persuasive nature of the content presented over media
influence thoughts and behaviour of the general public.

out to the people in various parts of the world even in |
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Media has a direct impact over the life-style of society.

It is true to a certain extent that media has
affected the society in a negative manner. But if used
properly, the media can be an instrument to increase
lone and decrease hatred.

Talking about the negative influences, we must
focus on the topics that are pointed below—

Hero Worship Tendency :

It's a natural tendency of a human being. Every
human has same ideal persons in different fields. They
often try to imitate them in their daily life style.

A person always wants to imitate an action
sequence just because his favourite action hero looked
'cool' doing this. Sometimes one may want to wear the
shades of nail polish Lady Gaga wears for that frantic
gaga look. We always want to sport our favourite
actor's hairstyle and try to walk like them. In the
playing sessions we always try to click a shot that our
favourite player did. In other words we do what our
celebrities do.

But this 'hero worship tendency' often results in
negative. People, mostly young boys and girls imitate
role models from the glamour industry, not thinking
whether right or wrong that they are doing. Its a blind
imitation formed beyond a healthy consciousness. Now-

" a-days. this disease is increasing very fast with a deep

influence of media among the youths. The role of
media is sometimes controversial. They highlight the
scandals and controversial news of the celebrities.
Children and teenagers, those who are going through
such a vulnerable age are very much attracted by this.
Thus in the race of imitating their ideal person, they
commit such crimes that not only harmful for them, but
also to the society.

Sometimes we encounter such cases that a child
jumped from a building inspired by a character of
cartoon that he sees everyday in the television. To
prevent such incidents policies should be modified.
Cartoons should made in a children— ficiendly way, as
the impact is very much on them. There always should
be a moral teaching with laughter and enjoyment
rather than portraying same dangerous activities. Here
we feel the absence of our folk tales. Naw-a-days
busy life never permits us to sit with our children and
tell them about those folk-tales which are full of moral
teachings. On the contrary, we leave our children
infront of the television to see the cartoons that have
no moral bindings to same extent which makes a deep
influence in forming of the tender leaves of their lives.
Therefore, we should be very much careful in dealing
with such a sensitive subject.

Wrong Message :

The negatives in the society are highlighted with
the purpose of awakening the people about them.
Negativity such as addiction of drugs are telecasted
through the news and advertisements. Internet and
social media is also used to convey such social
messages. But the use of internet and social media with
an immatured hand also may cause wrong. And also
the aim of gaining profit and in the race of highest TRP
rating, the news channels may bear a wrong message
to the child and teenagers as they do not have the
capacity to judge between good and bad. The bad and
ugly looking pictures and comments may inspire them.
Therefore, parents and teachers have to play a big role
as well as the media in selecting what is healthy
consumption for them.

Negativity :

- To some extent media is responsible for
generating negative feelings among youth. An early
exposure to bold or violent films, books publishing
about contents and news portraying ugly social
practices has a deep impact on youth minds. If children
are bombared with fight sequence, stunt work, sex and
rape scenes, suicides and murders through books or
movies, they are bound to leave a scar on these
impressionable minds. Adults may have the maturity to
distinguish between the good and bad, but young
children may not have the maturity to judge those
contents.

Apart from television and other broadcasting
media, social media has also a deep impact on the youth.
Though it's a good way of communication, it sometimes
may be harmful. Such cases are noticed that a boy or
a girl spent 10-12 hours on social media like Facebook.
A Facebook page titled 'T was born INTELLIGENT but
FACEBOOK ruing me' states, "the media brainwashes
the youth to a certain ideology and is not open new
ideas." The brain is manipulated by media. Some
studies indicate that there is a deep link between the
excessive media use and depression, drug abuse,
isolation and suicide.

Undoubtedly, media has revolutionised the world
in each and every aspect of the society. It has brought
about a major transformation in the way people think.
But one should be very careful in using it, especially the
youth. Adults of the society have to play a major role
with responsibility to rectify the problems of youth that
media creates and the youth need to use the media
wisely and should not allow it to dominate and control
their lives. At last, we must say, media has proved being
a bliss.®
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Violence against women (VAW) is a technical term used to
collectively refer to violent acts that are primarily or exclusively
committed against women. The United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) in its resolution on the Elimination of Violence Against -
women defines violence against women as "any act of gender based
violence that results in physical, sexual or mental harm or suffering
to women, including threats, arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether
occurring in public or in private life.

The history of violence against women is difficult to track.
Women have always been the most vulnerable and exploited section
of the society in any age, time, place and society. They have been
victims of humiliation, torture, exploitation and violence since ages in
the modern day, it is recognized that violence against women exists
everywhere and that there is no region of the world, no country and
no culture in which women's freedom from violence has been
secured. Attention is often drawn to the fact that some forms of
violence are particularly more prevalent in some countries/ parts of
the world, often in developing countries or in the third world; for eg.
India, Pakistan, Banglasesh, Sri Lanka and Nepal.

Types of violence against Women :

The violence against women can take various forms such as
rape, domestic violence, honour killing, dowry violence, acid
throwing, forced marriage, sexual harassment etc.

Challenges Faced by Women in Getting Justice :
Lack of awareness of the existing laws :

In many places, although there are laws against violence on
the books, many women don't know of their existence.
Violence against women in preventable :

Every one has a role to play in addressing violence against
women. It is a gender inequality. People must hold programmes to
eliminate such violence. For eg.—

* Parenting programmes to prevent child maltreatment.

* Programmes targeting men and boys to promote gender
equitable attitude and behaviour.

* Programmes promoting equitable gender norms through media,

community mobilization, schools and
religious institutions.

* Reducing availability and access
to alcohol.

* Making laws, policies and
programmes that promote women's
access to employment and micro credit,
girls' access to education that prohibit
violence against women.

i?j;_ e

With the passage of time, the &= .
society is now awakening to its Fe=

responsibility towards women. It is §

ironical that in a land where goddesses
are worshipped, the crime rate against
women is so high. Thus various agencies
and organizations have come up to raise
the issue of women's dignity, protection
and rights. Mahila Courts, Family Courts
and various NGOs are now supporting
the women's cause and are working for
women. Most of the victimized women
don't even know that they are victims of
violence and they are oblivious to their
rights. Thus, if we want to stop crimes
against women, we must educate them.
The age-old concept of a women's
destiny or 'naseeb apna apna' has to be
changed. This can be done only by
educating women and giving them their
sense of dignity which they have lost over
the ages, by making them aware of their
right. It is only by creating awareness
among women and society at large that
the growing rate of violence against
women can be stopped. B
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An Introduction To Hinduism with Reference
To The "Bhagavad-Gita"

Tina Medhi
B.A. 6th Semester

he Bhagavad-Gita is known as one of the most

fundamental texts that form the basis of
Hinduism, which has become one of the world's great
religions. At the same time, however, the idea of
Hinduism as a religion is a bit of a misnomer. As the
Gita suggests, Hinduism is a way of life— a philosophy
— that parents are expected to teach their children,
creating an oral tradition, supported by the passing of
the Vedic texts from generation to generation.

The central tenet at the core of Hinduism is the
idea of 'Karma', or debt created by action. Through
one's life, one is constantly performing action that
takes us towards self-realization.

Then we are simply accumulating Karmic debt,
which will have to be worked off in subsequent lives.
Practically speaking, many Hindus refer to a moment
in life where the switch literally 'flips' — where they go
from accumulating karmic debt to the long journey of
working it off. Hinduism believes that karmic debt
usually cannot be worked off entirely in one lifetime.
That one has to be constantly reborn in the 'Samsatic
cycle' of death in order to ultimately dissolve

‘ ; earthly life — that is, to

namely yoga. Hinduism asks its followers to be 'yogis',
or 'skillful in action'. What Hinduism says is that by
practising meditation and being mindful during everyday
actions, eventually we can find meditation no matter
what we do — we can meditatively work at the office,
we can meditatively play basketball, we can meditatively
survive morning rush hour. We'll come to live in the
present, free from the distractions of the mind, without
the fear of having to give up the world and its
attachments.

Krishna, one of the central figures of polytheistic
Hinduism which encourages the worship of many Gods,
is front and center in Gita, Krishna is technically an
avatar of Vishnu, but in Gita he assumes complete
omnipotence. What Krishna best represents in Hinduism
is the idea of 'lila', or life as a form of God's play.
Having Krishna engaged in conversation with Arjuna is
suited for Gita because Krishna can best convey the
metaphor of man as God's puppet. We are here to
fulfill our duty in God's larger plan — our dharma, as

‘Hindus term it — and we cannot resist it, we should not

despits it, and we will eventually, no m
lifetimes it takes, come to love i
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The Art of Speech

Sourabh Chetry
B.A. 5th Semester, Department of English

"Speech is civilization itself. The word, even the most contradictory

~ word, preserves contact — it is silence which isolate"
— Thomas Mann
('The Magic Mountain’)

he power of speech is an enormous grace of God. A person who knows how to use

it properly, becomes an influential leader and exerts great impact in society. Several
times, in meetings, discussions and seminars, we have ideas along with the opportunity to
express them and also the desire to do so, but still we find it difficult and become nervous.
This happens for the lack of confidence in ourselves, awkward self conscious feelings
and the unscholarly ideas about the presentation of our inner thoughts. The unexpressed
ideas are of no more value than kernels in an unopened nut. One who knows to present
his ideas in a proper and interesting way will captivate the listener's attention. The subject
matter should be grasped firstly, the words will then follow automatically. The world loves
good speakers. "If you don't say anything, you won't be called on to repeat it", says Calvin
Coolidge.

A speech becomes good when it is simple, clear, concise, forceful and attractive. A
good speaker brings maximum effect with a minimum number of words. The speech
should be very attractive to captivate the ears of the listeners. The use of humours,
quotation, contrasts, lively words, axecdotes, examples from our daily life helps to perform
a speech more appetizing. Speaking in general or indefinite terms, ordinary details and
tedious elucidation becomes unpleasant to the car of the listeners.

A good speech should be-
S ensible

P ersuasive

E xpressive

E nthusiastic

C onvincing

H elpful.

An Excellent orator possesses—
O peness
R esourcefulness
A ttentiveness
T ruthfulness
O ptimism
R ealism
The proverb goes 'Practice makes perfect', if not certainly it makes one less
imperfect. The practice of a speech helps to rectify the follies in the speech. While
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practising a speech, one should pay attention not only to
the language and theme, but also to the techniques and
way of presenting the speech.

To start a speech, one should look at the audience,
greet them with smiling face and utter appropriate
addressing words. The beginning sentence should be in
a calm and moderate voice. To catch attention, we can
also start from a story or any hitting statement. The
conclusion should be also carefully planned. What a pity
it would be to make a very good speech but at the end
concludes awkwardly. We should never use stop-gap
sounds. Like 'umin', 'er...!, 'e...", 'aa...". These shows the

raw nature of the speaker. The introduction of a speech
tells them 'what you are going to tell them', the main
body tells 'tell them', and the conclusion tells 'tell them
what you told them.'

A good speaker essentially recquires to be a good

listener, because without listening to the problems,
desires, feelings of people on couldn't be aware of the
happenings around him. Therefore an audience oriented
speaker is always appreciated by all. Good speaker
always maintains balancing mood of his body languages
with his speech.

The very careful thing during delivering a speech is
the use of microphone. Although is can't improve our
speech but if it is not properly used, the speech wilt be
worse by enlarging our speech defects and vocal follies.

The art of speech has great power to do good or
evil, and therefore it has to be treated with utmost
concentration. The art of speech could be vividly perceived
by the allusion of Woodrow Willson in 'The Willson Era';
"If T am to speak for ten minutes, I need a week for
preparation; if fifteen minutes; three days, if half hour,
two days; if an hour, I am ready".®

legend and a perennial source of indomitable
courage, Subhas Chandra Bose was born on
January 23, 1897 at Cuttack in Orissa. His devil-may-care
stand against the mightiest Empire in history stirred up
tremors in the hearts of the imperialists who talked of
freedom and democracy for themselves and the rest of the
world but denied them to millions of Indians. As a youth,
Subhas came under the spell of the soaring ideals of
Swami Vevekananda and the dynamism of Deshbandhu
Chittaranjan Das. He went to England in 1919 and was
selecﬁedfor%preﬁxglousICSbutmecallofﬂJcnauon
forced him

Calcutta for j

Differences with Gandhiji made him form the
Forward Bloc within the congress in 1939 and he
intensified the campaign against the British after the
outbreak and during the entire course of the second
world war. Subhas left Calcutta and went to different
places like Moscow, Berlin, Tokyo and Singapore to
marshal the support of the then leaders of Germany and
Russia for the cause of Indian independence. In 1943,
he took over the leadership of Indian Independence
League and the Indian National Army (INA) from the
hands of his compatriot, Rash Behari Bose.

After the surrender of Japan on August 15, 1945,
Netaji took a place from Saigon on August 17 and five
'S 1atzr, Tokyo Radio announced that Subha has died
pFormosa on August 18, 1945 In hls last

ve all, never lose faith
no power on earth wh
ndia will be free and
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Introduction :

Education is a powerful instrument through which
the process of modernisation of a society is affected. It
exposes people to new thoughts, helps to build new
skills and makes them aware of changing taking place
in the society. Women too, despite constraint in their
education and social life are passing through a stage of
social change and are becoming aware of their rights
and privileges realising the fact that they form an integral
part of the nations development. Emphasis in education
has moved from Equality of Educational Opportunity
(NPE 1968). Attempts are being made to provide scope
for deliberate action on the part of teachers and social
functionaries with regard to the education of girls
(NCERT 1984).

Helping Girls To Develop A Healthy Self Concept:

A mature, competent and self fulfilled woman is
not only an asset to herself, her home and family but
also to the society at large. When children social
horizons broaden and they come more and more in
contact with people, their attitudes for those who are
especially significant to them, members of the peer
group, teachers etc. begin to have an effect on their self
concept. Self concept as a concept has many
dimensions—

a)  The bodily self-physical experiences, bodily
boundaries, sensations of the pain and pleasure

b)  Extension of the self skills and talents

c)  Personal competencies opinions, comments or
action of others towards self and

d)  Self esteem evaluation of the self as worthy or

unworthy.
Influence of the School :
Some of the positive schools practices directed at
helping to develop the self concept of girls are—
i) A healthy pupil to pupil relationship

ii)  Eliciting positive response in school interaction.

i) Necessary moral support to a child facing a
crisis

iv)  Co-curricular activities encouraging talents of
children

v) Teaching effective space management method
vi)  Opportunities for self evaluation etc.
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Suggested Intervention :
Creation of an awareness among parents and
community about the potential, special and
changing role of women and girls through—
i) Use of multimedia
ii) Establishment of parent teacher Association
Development of careers for girls and women
through provision for in-service programmes for all
educational administrations
Introduction of Education and Vocational
guidance as a subject in the school curriculum
Promotion of research on girls and women in
education and employment
Removing Gender bias from the curriculum
Increased participation of girls in co-curriculur
activities such as sports, cultural activities,
literary activities and other project report work
‘regarding the physical, biological and social
environment,
Promotion of a more positive image of women
and the value of contributions of women to the
society through relevant materials such as
textbooks, teaching aid, reading materials for
parents and teachers

in the society.

among the girls.
Increasing equal participation in the class room
interaction and increasing career awareness etc.
Enhancing Motivation Through different Activities:
To make girls assertive, feel free to "reveal'
herself through words and action, to communicate
effectively with strangers, friends and family, the
teacher has to observe them in different ways. They
must be trained and helped to identify their future
position in life, imagine themselves in the positions,
asses themselves and identify qualities they lack and
as they would build on it. Dramatising a situation which
requires them to be assertive and see how they act
there in and guide them accordingly. The teacher may
also provide brain storming to make the girl assertive
by participating in discussion of social issues and
debate upon various situations created imaginatively by
using audio- visual aids consisting of illustrative stories
and biographies to make the Girl child very assertive.

xi)

Conclusion :

Through the use of any of these techniques the
girl must be made to get in touch with her own
feelings of enhanced self esteem. She can repeatedly
go for self analysis as she acts on the guiding points
provided accordingly. According to Plato, "When you
educate a girl, you educate the entire family".®

foprraed

Raising consciousness about the role of women g

Enhancing self esteem and self confidence &%
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1d English Literature referred to as Anglo Saxon

literature encompasses literature written in old
English (also called Anglo- Saxon) in Anglo-Saxon
England from the 7th century to the decades after the
Norman conquest of 1066. "Caedmon's Hymn",
composed in the 7th century according to Bade, is
often considered the oldest poem in English, whereas
the later poem, 'The Grave' is one of the final poems
written in old English, and presents a transitional text
between old and Middle English.

The poem Beowulf. Which often begins the
traditional canon of English literature is the most
famous work of old English literature. The Anglo -
Saxon chronicle has also proven significant for
historical study, preserving a chronology of early
English history. Alexanders Souter names the
commentary on Paul's epistles by Pelagius "The
earliest extant work by a British author".

In descending order of quantity, old English
literature consists of : sermons and saints' lives, biblical
translation; translated Latin works of the early church
Fathers, Anglo - Saxon chronicles and narrative history
works; laws, wills and other legal works; practical
works on grammar, medicine, geography and poetry.
In all there are over 400 surviving manuscripts from
the period of which about 189 are considered "major",
Besides old English literature, Anglo Saxons produced
a number of Anglo Latin works.

Old English literature has gone through different
periods of research; in the 19th and early 20th
centuries, the focus was on the Germanic and pagan
roots that scholars thought they could detect in old

English literature. Later, on account of the work of
Bernand F. Huppe, the influence of Augustinian exegesis
was emphasised, Today, along with a focus upon
paleography and the physical manuscripts themselves more
generally, scholars debate such issues as dating, place of
origin, authorship and the connections between Anglo
Saxon culture and the rest of Europe in the Middle Age.

A large number of manuscripts remain from the
Anglo Saxon period, with most written during the last
300 years (9th to 11th centuries) in both Latin and the
vernacular. There were considerable losses of
manuscripts as a result of the Dissolution of the
Monasteries in the 16th century. Scholarly study of the
language began in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, when
Mathew Parker and others obtained whatever
manuscripts have been highly prized by collectors since
the 16th century, both for their historic value and for
their aesthetic beauty of uniformly spaced letters and
decorative elements.

There are four major poetic manuscripts —

* The Junius Manuscript, also known as the man hunt,
is an illustrated collection of poems on Biblical
narratives.

* The Exeter Book, is an anthology, located in the
Exeter cathedral since it was donated there in the 11th
century.

* The Vercelli Book, contains both poetry and prose.

* The Nowell codex, also known as the Beowulf
manuscript, contains prose and poetry, typically dealing
with monstrous themes including Beowulf.®
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he Karbis are the indigenous group of people living

in the hills, plateau and plains of the North-East
India, specially in the Karbi Anglong district of Assam.
The Karbis who prefer to call themselves 'Arlong'
(meaning a man) were formerly known as 'Mikirs'.
Ethnically the Karbis belong to the Indo-Mongoloid race
and speak a local dialect 'Karbi' of Tibeto-Burman
family. The Karbis are classed as 'Scheduled Tribe'
(Hill), by the census of India.

The Karbis having distinct identity and culture
represent one of the major indigenous groups of North-
East India. Opinion of learned and elderly persons and
experts from folk lores suggest that the karbis have
migrated from the Kuki-Chin area in an around the
Chindwin river valley in western Myanmar.

The origin of the Tradition customs and culture of
the karbis is clearly reflected in their folk song called 'Karbi
Keplang Alun'. The karbis are a patrilineal society and is
composed of five major clans or kus. They are Inghi
(Lijang), Terong (Hanjang), Inghi (Ejang), Teron (Kronjang)
and Timung (Tungjang) which are again divided into many
sub-class. These class are exogamous, in other words
marriages between members of the same clan are not
allowed. The traditional system of governance is headed by
the Lindok or the King, who is assisted by the katharpo.
The Dillis, the Habes and the Penpos. The Lindok is based
in Ronghang Ronghong in the Hamren subdivision of the
district. These posts of administration, however, are now
merely ceremonial with no real power.

The karbis celebrate many festivals. Rongker is
one such festival held around January-February by the
entire village as thanks giving to the various Gods and
for the prosperity and the well being of the community.
The chomkan (also known as "thi-kashi' and
chomangkan) is a festival unique to the karbis. Its is
actually a ceremony performed by a family for the

peace and the safe passage of the sent of family
members who died recently.

Most of the karbis still practice their traditional
belief system. Which is animistic called "Hemphu-
Mukrang", how ever there are also karbi Christians
(some 15% according to census of India, 2011). The
practitioners of traditional worship believe in
reincarnation and honour the ancestors.

The karbi women are expert weavers and they
war home - made clothes. Their main attire consist of
the Pekok, a piece of cloth with designs wrapped
around the upper part of the body and tied into a knot
on the right shoulder, the pini, similar to a sarong and
a vamkok, a decorative piece of cloth tied around the
waist over the pini. The men's traditional dress consists
of the choi, a sleeveless shirt with a 'V' shaped neck
and loose threads at the bottom, a rikong, which looks
like a dhoti and a poho, a turban.®

o0
s
o

Y
b}
PA
E‘}/
7Y



aatle srzifawrers wirams B s ww et

Self Defence for

Girls — Tae-Kwondo &

Kick Boxing

Priyanka Saha

We speak of women empowerment. But we tend
to ignore the most important aspect of this
empowerment, i.e. physical security in terms of self -
protection. The ever increasing number of rapes,
molestations and sexual harassments has made one
thing very clear — we cannot solely rely upon these
hollow laws, the weak and corrupt administration or
even our fathers, brothers, husbands or boyfriends that
way, as they themselves are sometimes the ones who
victimise their daughters, sisters, wives or girlfriends.
Okay, let us not doubt them for a moment. But still the
dependency on the males exist. How long are we
going to depend on them for our protection? After all
we, the modern women have our own space and can
not wish our males to be our bodyguards as it is
impossible for them to follow us like our shadow. Even
our shadow leaves us in the dark. Then how can we
rely on our male counterparts to protect us physically
who are physically alienated from us?

The answer is pretty simple : self help is the
best help. Women would be empowered in the real
sense of the term only when we can defend ourselves
physically and mentally. Women have achieved much
intellectual level and in some cases have even outrun
their males counterparts. But when it comes to
defending ourselves physically, we are lagging way
behind. Forget that, we do not even have the minimum
courage to answer back an eve teaser.

It is very important to build up that confidence
in a woman. In this context I would like to mention
TAEKWONDO and KICKBOXING, two emerging

20392038 -ﬁmz'a

B.A. 5th Semester, Department of English

martial art forms. Tackwondo is a Korean martial art
which combines combat and self defence techniques
with sport and exercise. It may be loosely translated as
"the way of the foot and the hand' Tackwondo is known
for its emphasis on high Kicking and fast hand
techniques, which distinguishes it from other popular
martial arts and combat sports such as Karate. This
martial art is getting increasingly popular with people of
both genders and of many ages. Physically, tae-Kwondo
developed strength, speed, balance, flexibility and
stemina. An example of the union of mental and
physical discipline is the breaking of wooden boars,
bricks or tiles, which requires both physical mastery of
the technique and mental concentration to focus one's
power. It provides effective training for real life combat
situations. Punching, Kicking, head butts and striking
maneuvers are used to counter force with force and all
limbs are involved in stopping an adversary. Tae-
Kwondo Kicks have on wide reach that keeps the
adversary at a distance. Weapons may also be used
during a training session as Tae-Kwondo has specific
techniques for dealing with armed adversaries.

Even more effective on the streets is Kick
Boxing : a group of martial arts and stand up combat
sports based on Kicking and Punching. It is practised
for self defence, general fitness or as contact sport. It
is also known as hybrid or mixed martial art as it is not
martial art proper but a combination of martial arts.
Kickboxing for self defence concentrates on its version
of punches, knees, and kicks: fast paced, distracting and
aimed at all available openings. If the attacker has a



knife or gun and is within an arm's reach, he will use
the weapon. The defender is thus armed with more
weapons, hands, feet, knees, elbows and head.

Such training should be imparted in all the schools
and colleges, that too free of cost, so that even girls
from the poorer sections of the society have access to
their protection. However, not many schools and
colleges are seen to pay attention to the security of
girls. I am fortunate enough to avail such an effective
training free of cost in my own NOWGONG
COLLEGE, thanks to our Principal, Dr. Sarat Borkataki.
In every Sunday., we are trained in Tae-Kwondo and
Kickboxing in the college premises for self defence. Its
has been a year now an I have emerged as a more
confident and strong personality, physically and mentally.

C

yrus Pallonji Mistry : (born 4 July, 1968)
is an Irish businessman who became chairman of TATA
Group, an India business conglomerate, on 28 December
2012. He is the sixth chairman of group and the second
not to be named Tata, after Nowrojji Sarklatwal. Mistry
is the youngest son of Indian construction magnate
Pallonji Mistry.

Cyrus Mistry is the youngest son of Pallonji
Mistry, on Irish-Parsi construction tycoon. Mistry's
grandfather first bought shares in Tata sons in 1930s, a
stake that, as of November 2011, stood at 18.5 percent,
which is in hands of Mistry's father, the largest single
shareholder in a firm, mostly controlled by trusts. Cyrus
Mistry has two sisters : Laila and Aloo. His sister Aloo
is married to Noel Tata, the half-brother of Ratan Tata.
Laila is married to Rustom Jehongir. Mistry is married
to Rohiqa Chogla, the daughter of lawyer Igbal Chagle.
Together, Mistry and his wife have two sons. Mistry
considers himself to be of Irish nationality because
although his father is Indian, his mother is Irish.
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I can walk on the streets at case with the confidence
that I would be able to atleast defend myself from the
attackers, if not totally overpower them.

I would appeal to all the girls of NOWGONG
COLLEGE to train themselves into self protection and
avail themselves of the opportunity which is not easily
available to the girls of the other institutions. Just try
this for a few month and feel the difference. For the
rest you can also avail yourself of these techniques .
using the internet.

Weakness lies in the mind. Break free of those
mental shackles. A woman who can go through an
excruciatingly painful period to bring a new life on
earth can be anything but not weak. Come out girl,
you've got it all. Come out and grab the power.l

About Mistrys Career : Mistry has been
managing director of shapoorji Pallonji company, which
is a part of the shapoorji Pallonji Group. He joined the
board of Tata sons on lst September, 2006, a year
after his father retired from it. He served as a director
of Tata Elxsi Limited from 24 September 1990 to 26
October 2009 and was Director of Tata Power Co.
Ltd. until 18 Sept., 2006.

In 2012, Mistry was appointed as a chairman of
Tata Sons. Ratan Tata has said about Mistry
appointment, "He is intelligent and qualified to take on
the responsibility being offered and I will be committed
to working with him over the next year to give him the
exposure, the involvement and the operating &
experience to equip him to undertake the full
responsibility of the group on my retirement.”" In
addition, he is also the chairman of all major Tata
companies including Tata Industries, Tata Steel, Tata
Motor, Tata Teleservices, Tata Indian Hotels, Tata

Global Beverages and Tata Chemicals.H
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A time for Everything

Pimpi Sahu
B.Sc. 4th Semester, Department of Zoology
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Why we blame God?
If we do something
Does God envy us?
No he doesn’t

Everything that happens,
Happens at the time God chooses.

He sets the time for birth and the
time for death.

The time for planting and the

time for pulling up,

The time for killing and the

time for healing,

The time for tearing down and the
time for building.

He sets the time for sorrow and the
time for joy,

The time for mourning and the

time for dancing.

He sets the time for finding and the
time for losing,

The time for saving and the time
for throwing away,

The time for tearing and the time
for minding,

The time for silence and the time
for talk.

He sets the time for love and the
time for hate,

The time for war and the

time for peace.®

Addressing A Drunkard

Dhiraj Prantim Medhi
B.A. 5th Semester, Department of English

He has approached with a bottle of wine,
A filthy smell surrounds him.

His vigorous eyes brightly shine,
But, sight is growing dim.

He is my own mate
Perhaps it is too late.....
To prevent the upcoming disaster,
Today, wine has become his master.

He is warned often
By his 'little conscience'.
Every time, he is caught by the voices of siren
And, every time mourns his conscience.
"He tries to resist himself"
Sometimes I console myself.
(I'm ashamed to say.....)

Those shapeless devils conquer my belief,
And provide this wit abundant relief.

Whether he tempts himself or is tempted
I'm puzzled totally.

But I conclude, whoever is tempted
Is dead morally.®
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A Cloudy Evening Mother

Deepa Datta
Mithu Saikia H.S. 2nd Year (Science)
B.A. 3rd. Semester, Department of English
) - Beside my every step there is you.
A cloudy Evening ; Beside my every decision there is you
Luna is in her position,

; : Holding my hands tight and stout.
Quarelling with the clouds.

Again and again
Clouds cover Luna
But again and again
Luna becomes visible.

You never let me fall,

Wherever there's a critics call.

You give me the strength to be bold,
Rather than making me a sensitive doll.

A conversation also going on.

You gave me,
Luna says the cloud. \

~ the courage to face the odds.
You gave me,
the optimism to make my way through the worst.

I am mightier than you.
Clouds ask how.......7
Cloud, you are so vast
You are so black

But you can’t stop me
My Journey forever.

You gave me,
the endless courage
to sand strong against any storm.

T

Luna talks to the stars.

> You gave me,
Star, you are so big

What I even couldn't earn

O 455 40 br_ight' In a thousand million dollar lifes.® P
But a small piece of cloud S
Invisible you in no time. ;5‘
I am too smaller than you. ROCK ON ' A

I may be brightless,

I may be vastless.

But I am on my way.
None can stop me,
None can prevent me.®

Hirak Jyoti Bora
B.A. 3rd. Semester, Department of Economics

Rock on the voice is calling,
Keep up the sprit on.

Come on! the soul is sounding
Now the world is infront.

Knock out! the heart is pumping,
All the weakers tone.
Step out! the thought is crawling,
All the stumble stone.

Go show up what you can,

The game has now begun.

Now the victory is to be gain,

Watch out! Work out! yes you can.®
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SCAMS! FAME OR SHAME?

Archana Saikia

B.A. 4th. Semester, Department of Zoology
Unique physical Features,
Brought you world wide Fame.
The present series of scams
Brought you shame.
Do the scamsters,
Have any regard for your name?
Scams are major threat to our society
Scams jeoperdize the nation’s integrity
After all, scams pollute the environmental Pristinity.
Nevertheless scams multiplies the scamster’s properly.
Scamsters manage the parts of administration.
Scams have boosted private industrialization.
Scamsters receive media’s attention,
Scams are prime subjects of discussion,
Shouts slogans for and against the motion
Ultimately adjourning the proceeings in every session.
Scams are hatched in high profile patronisation
Shares the booty in obscure collaboration
Sleuths Finds no prime evidence in such corruption.
Supporters follow them in jubiliation
Scamsters show their victory even in in cancenation.
It seems scams are thresold of successful person.
Scams were treated as social stigma,
Presently it’s a matter of enigma.
What does scam bring? Fame or defame?
These are surfacing all over
Are all the fame or shame?®

ABERRANT LIFE

Mayur Paul

I came into the light abjectly,
Wondered! How despair the face
Were awaiting desperately;

To glimpse at the born, and abase.

With a hope [ snail and descent,
From the core of my deprived heart.
Craving for the love I want,

But, Oh! then, I flew like a bird.

Lament now, neither do much;

Nor will thou fake smiles touch,

born as a girl, in my fate

Dad, you were my love and my mate.

But betrayed me all and supposedly you,
Longed for your love as i do;

Late is now as I'm on the pyre,

Wish me love and set me to fire.l
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First of all T would like to preface my report with
gratitude and thank to Dr. Lakhya Jyoti Borthakur sir and all
my friends who helped me and supported me to render my
work smoothly during this tenure. As a secretary of social
service of Nowgong College, I tried my best to reach upto my
expectation.

Nowgong college is among the high ranking colleges
of Assam. It is one of the prominent colleges in Assam. The
NAAC (National Assessment and Accreditation Council) has
re-accredited our college with 'A' Grade and I feel myself
proud to be a student of this college.

After having elected as Social Service Secretary,
Nowgong college Student Union (NCSU) for the session
2013-14, my first task was to arrange a blood donation camp.
On 1st October, 2013 the Red Ribbon Club of Nagaon
Organised a blood donation camp. Many students from our
college also donated their blood. I successfully arranged the
blood donation camp with the help of my professor-in-charge

At the outset I would preface
my report with a heartful of gratitude
and thanks to all my student friends who supported me and
found efficient for the post of Girls' Common Room Secretary.

Since the establishment of this college there has been
terrific development in every field. The atmosphere now is
totally different from that was fifty years back. The NAAC
(National Assessment and Accreditation Council) peer team has
re-accredited our college with 'A' grade. I am proud to be a
student of this college.

During the tenure of my post, I also tried my best for
the upliftment of Girls' Common Room. I tried to provide all
the facilities of the Girls' common Room. I am thankful to our
respected principal Dr. Sarat Borkataki for his kind co-
operation and prompt action in all my endeavour.

During our college-week, many games, had to be
conducted under Girl's Common room like Chess, Carrom,
Skipping, Pukhuri Par, Hair Decoration, Mehendi competition,

and friends. Thereafter on the 8th and
9th October, 2013, I on behalf of Nowgong College attended
the NSS University level camp which was held at Gauhati
College. On world HIV Aids Day, I arranged an awareness
programme for the youth. On that day we also arranged a
NSS cell unit for the first time in our college.

My heartiest thanks and gratitude to my professor
in-charge Dr. Lakhya Jyoti Barthakur and Union Body in-
charge Dr. Dilip Sarma who have been my helping hand and
adviced me in each and every work I performed.

Lastly, I would like to thank our respected principal
Dr. Sarat Borkataki, Vice-Principal Kamakhya Prasad
Choudhury, all teaching staff, my friends and my all union
body members without their help, I could not have done
even a single task. Thank you all for being my support and

for being good.H

Sunita Rongpipi

Rangoli Competition, Badminton Competition and Musical
Chair. My heartiest respect and thanks to my In-charge Prof.
Sangita Bora, who gave me a helping hand during the
whole week. It was her friendly and lovely guidance and
behaviour which inspired me to conduct everything. I offer
thanks to all my respected teachers who helped me in all
my task. Those days were in deed the most precious and
valuable moments of study career of my life. Youth Festival's
of Gauhati University was a very superb experience to me.
Those days were stuffed with much responsibilities
and would have been hard to control without any help and
support of my friends. I offer my thanks to every friends of
mine and specially to Md. Hizkil Saddath, Sri Rituraj Das. |
would beg pardon for mistakes which would have been
done unknowingly in my endeavour. Lastly I thank all.

Tanvi Tanjum Sultana
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WP(C) 1381 of 2014-oral dt. 31/03/14 Page 1 of 16
IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, MIZORAM AND ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

WP (C) NO. 1381 of 2014

The Governing Body,
Nowgong College, Nagaon,

Represented by its President

Shri Alok Goswami,
Son of Late Kushal Dev Goswami,
A resident of B.M. Road, Amollapatty, Nagaon, Pin-782001, Assam.
........... Petitioner

-Versus-
1. Election Commission of India, Nirvanchan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi 110001, Represented by the Chief Election Commissioner.
2. The State of Assam, Reprented by the Chief Secretary, Government of Assam, Dispur, Guwahati-6.
3. The assam State Election Commission, Dispur, Guwahati-781006, Assam.
4. The Chief Electoral Officer, Assam, Election Department, Block-C, 4th Floor, Assam Secretariat, Dispur, Guwahati-6, Assam.
5. The Deputy Commissioner-Cum-District Election Ofticer, Nagaon District, Nagaon, Assam.

.......... Respondents
% For the petitioners : Mr. P.K. Goswami, Sr. Adv.
o Mr. T.K. Bhuyan, Adv.
g For the Respondents : Mr. D. Baruah, SC, EC,
o
N BCEFORE

THE HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE B.K. SHARMA
Date of hearing & Judgement: 31/03/2014

JUDGEMENT AND ORDER (ORAL)
1. The challenge in this writ petition is the Annexure-19 order dated 06/03/2014 of the Deputy Commissioner-cum-Collector, Nagaon,
requisitioning the petitioner College with its premises for smooth conduct of ensuring Lok Sabha Election, 2014. The order so passed is
upon purported derivation of satisfaction that there is immediate need to requisition the building/premises for the period from 31/03/2014
till 18/05/2014. The order so passed is under Section 3(1) of the Assam Land (Requisition and Acquisition) Act, 1964 and also in reference
to Section 164 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951.
2. As stated in the writ petition, the petitioner college is a premier institution and one of the oldest colleges in the State, established in
1944. It was also re-accredited by the UGC Assessment Body, NAAC in the year 2011, awarding ‘A’ grade, the highest grade in five
point scale. Emphasizing on the need to maintain the high standard of the college, the petitioner has stated in the writ petition that trouble
started for the college when the district administration started requisitioning the college and its premises from the year 2006 in respect
of 5 (five) different elections, including Parliamentary and Assembly elections.
3. Referring to the Annexure-2 guidelines of the Election Commission of India, addressed to the Chief Electoral Officers of all States and
Union Territories, it is the case of the petitioner that as per the said guidelines, the district authorities are required to keep in mind the
larger social duties and explore the possibilities for the availability of other suitable alternative buildings or premises before requisitioning
educational institutions. It has also been stated that such requisitioning of educational institutions adversely affect their academic
atmosphere. So far as the petitioner college is concerned, its divergent educational activities in different branches/subjects have been
emphasized. The petitioner has also referred to the academic calendar requiring the college to hold classes during the period in question.
4. Be it stated here that apart from the requirement to hold classes, the Gauhati University has also chosen the college as one of the
educational institution for holding the on-going degree examinations which will continue up to 10/04/2014. After the theory examinations
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are over on 10/04/2014, the practical examination pertaining to Science subjects will commence from 20/04/2014. With the above narration
of facts and emphasizing on the need to maintain the academic atmosphere of the College for the interest of the students community
and the public at large, it is the case of the petitioner that the requisitioning of the college was avoidable and the district administration
ought to have explored alternatives in the matter.

5. In the counter affidavit filed by the respondent no. 5 it has been contended that the 16th Lok Sabha Elections 2014 having been set
to motion with the declaration of the schedule of the general elections, 2014 on 05/03/2014, the said process cannot be stalled. Referring
to the said election process it has been stated that the District administration deriving the required satisfaction as envisaged under Section
3(1) of the Assam Land (Requisition and Acquisition) Act, 1964 read with the provisions of Section 160 of the Representation of the
People Act, 1961, having passed the impugned order dated 06/03/2014 requisitioning 23 rooms of the college and its auditorium for the
period from 31/03/2014 to 18/05/2014, the same cannot be interfered with.

6. Referring to the last Panchayat election held in the month of February, 2013, it has been stated in the affidavit that the concerned
authorities had made various enquiries and it was only after that the petitioner college was found to be conducive for the purpose of
issue and receipt of polling materials, strong rooms and counting halls. As regards the suggestion made for requisitioning other institutions/
premises, it is the plea of the respondent No. 5 that they are not conducive for the purpose and it is only the Nagaon College which is
conducive for smooth conduct of the ensuing Lok Sabha elections pertaining to Nagaon and Kaliabor Constituencies (3 and 4 Assembly
constituencies, respectively).

7. In the affidavit in reply filed by the petitioner further details have been brought on record in respect of the running of the classes
during the period in question including the holding of the examinations, about which mention has been made above. According to the
petitioner, the district administration while issuing the impugned order, did not at all take into account the difficulties that would be faced
by the college for running the classes and holding the examinations as per the programme of the Gauhati University.

8. I have heard Mr. P.K. Goswami, learned senior counsel assisted by Mr. T.K. Bhuyan, learned counsel for the petitioner. I have also
heard Mr. D. Baruah, learned counsel representing the respondents. While Mr. Goswami, learned counsel for the petitioner referring to
the provisions of the aforesaid Act of 1964 and also the Representation of the People Act, 1951, has submitted that before requisitioning '~
the college in question, the authority ought to have carried out a meaningful exercise, Mr. D. Baruah, learned counsel representing the
respondents submits that the authority considering all relevant aspects of the matter, having requisitioned the college along with its premises,
the Writ Court will be reluctant to sit on appeal over such decision.

9. While Mr. Goswami, learned counsel for the petitioner has placed reliance on the decisions of the Apex Court reported in (2010) 10
SCC 338 (P. Rajan Sandhi Vs. Union of India and another) and AIR 1962 SC 167 (Paresh Chandra Chatterjee Vs. State of Assam and
another), so as to emphasize on the term “certain purposes” mentioned in the preamble itself of the Act, Mr. Baruah, learned counsel
representing the respondents on the other hand has placed reliance on the decision of the Division Bench judgement reported in (1982)
1 GLT 630 (Paresh Chandra Chatterjee Vs. The State of Assam and another), so as to buttress his argument that the provisions of Section
3(1) of the Aforesaid Act, 1964 will prevail over the difficulties shown by the petitioner. He submits that the public purpose is implicit
in the expression “for providing proper facilities for accommodation”.

10. I have given my anxious consideration to the submissions made by the learned counsel for the parties and have also considered the
entire materials on record including the report that was submitted by Mr. Apurba Kr. Sharma, learned Advocate, who was appointed as
a Commissioner of the Court to take stock of the situation by visiting the College premises and also the other premises which were suggested
by the petitioner as conducive for the purpose.

11. When the matter was last taken up on 28/03/2014, Mr. D. Baruah, learned counsel for the respondents produced the note bearing
No. NE 03/2014/90 dated 28/03/2014 of the Deputy Commissioner and District Election Officer, Nagaon, which reads as follows :-

“GOVT. OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER :::: NAGAON
(ELECTION BRANCH) :

No. NE 03/2014/90 Date 28/03/2014

Attention of Sri Devashis Baruah, Standing Counsel, Election Department, Govt. of Assam with regard to requisitioning of
Nowgong College, Nagaon for Loksabha Election-2014 and the WP(C) 1381/2014 pending with Hon’ble High Court, Guwabhati, it is to
further intimate that
1. The entire premises will be required from 31st of March 2014 for barricading and construction of Strong Rooms for Parliamentary
Election-2014.
2. For 7th April, 2014 Poll, the Science block and Bordoloi hall which are adjacent to each other or similar block of the nature having 13
rooms together will be required for preparation from 31st March 2014 for strong room and distribution centre etc. The entire premises
will be required for use on 6th and 7th April 2014.
3. The entire premises as requisitioned (rest of rooms) will be required from 16th April 2014. If college wants to hold academic classes,
the District Administration will facilitate by requesting the Nagaon Govt. Boys H.S. School and Nagaon Govt. Girls H.S. School to spare
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some rooms for classes.

4. The auditorium will be required from 3rd May 2014 for preparation of counting halls for counting of votes.

The time is very short for construction of barricade, distribution of materials and other arrangements which are supposed to start from
31st March as requisitioned. Hence the matter may kindly be appraised to Hon’ble High Court for kind consideration.

Sd/- Illegible
(Dr. P. Ashok Babu, IAS)
Deputy Commissioner &
District Election Officer,
Nagaon.”
12. If we go by the aforesaid note, there is absolutely no manner of doubt that the entire premises will be under requisition from 31/03/
2014 for barricading and construction of strong rooms. The Science Block and the particular hall, namely, Bordoloi Hall, which are adjacen't
to each other or similar block of the nature having 13 rooms together will also be required for preparation from 31/03/2014 for strong
room and distribution centre etc. It is in this context, Mr. PK. Goswami, learned counsel for the petitioner has submitted that in such
an eventuality and irrespective of actual occupation and use of halls and rooms of the college, the entire academic atmosphere will be
affected. He submits that this aspect of the matter having not been taken into consideration, the impugned order is not sustainable in
law.
13. As per the report furnished by the appointed Commissioner, it will not be conducive to make use of the college for the election purpose
during the period in question. For a ready reference, the opinion of the appointed Commissioner in respect of the petitioner college is
quoted below :-
“A. Nowgong College
The college is situated over a large area of land and having several buildings consisting of 32 class rooms, but there is not much
open space in the compound and all the buildings are located nearby to each other.
There is a girls hostel adjacent to the college building to accommodate more than 100 girls student coming from outside Nagaon

 Town to stay and pursue their studies residing in the hostel.

The learned Deputy Commissioner has requisitioned 23 rooms & premises and also the Auditorium & premises with effect from

| 31.03.2014 to 18.05.2014 to be used for the ensuing Lok Sabha Election.

As per the requisition schedule of the last Panchayat elections, the rooms requisitioned were not serially requisitioned and were
randomly selected in different building/part of the college premises. In such a case the whole open space available will be blocked since
the open space available is not so spacious and in that event | am of the opinion that the educational atmosphere during the whole period
of requisition will be affected.

The premises requisitioned will be fully busy for at least 3 days during the period of unloading of polling materials, their
distribution and their return to the strong rooms and at least for 2 days during the period of counting of votes and during those days I
aprhe3ned that the whole classes will have to be suspended.

In case of requisition of 23 class rooms, the entire classes of all the semesters cannot be accommodated during the period of
requisition for which I apprehend that this may result in cancellation of some of the classes during the said period.

The girls student residing in the hostel (which is within the college boundary) are pursuing their studies staying in the hostel and as such
their preparation for the examinations will be affected during the period of requisition due to disturbance created throughout poll
preparations and various construction activities.

The Nowgong College Teachers™ Council has submitted one representation stating that with the introduction of the semester
system, the grade point system has come into effect for which the attendance is essential for credit points. As such, if classes are not
held for long the students will have to suffer a lot. The representation submitted by the Teachers’ Council is enclosed herewith.

There are about 50% girls student in the college as per the college authorities and out of them good numbers of girls student
reside in the hostel of the college. The girls staying in the hostel expressed apprehension of their security in light of an earlier incident
and they submitted one representation before me through the Principal of the college and the same is enclosed herewith.

The Student Union of the college has also submitted one representation against the requisition of the college premises to be
used for the purpose of the election through the Principal of the college and the same is enclosed herewith.

The vehicles will be plying and parked in the college premises during the election process and in that event the open space
available will be entirely occupied at least for few days during the period of polling and counting of votes.

It is stated by the college authorities that due to shortage of class rooms the classes are held in the auditorium also and in the
event of requisition of the same the academic courses will be hampered.

The presence of security and polling persons during the said period and also the presence of polling agents of various political
parties will make the college premises busy and crowded.”
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14. As has been stated in the reply affidavit coupled with the above report, there is another vital aspect of the matter, which is the location
of the girls hostel in the premises. In fact, the inmates of the girls’ hostel expressed their displeasure and dissatisfaction for creation of
chaotic and unruly situation near the girls’ hostel when the college and its premises were requisitioned for the last Panchayat election
(held in 2013). As stated in the reply affidavit, the situation was brought to the notice of the police administration but no action was
undertaken.

15. Mr. D. Baruah, learned counsel representing the respondents has produced the file in which the impugned order has been passed.
Referring to the said file he has fairly submitted that there is nothing to indicate recording of any opinion of the State Government or
any person authorized in this behalf by the State Government requiring the college to be requisitioned.

16. 1 have very carefully perused the file and on perusal of the same I do not find anything showing recording of the satisfaction requiring
the college to be requisitioned, although the same is recited in the impugned order dated 06/03/2014. In the file, there is only reference
to the purported report of the particular committee dated 31/12/2012 (more than one year before the present election was notified). The
report was submitted to the Deputy Commissioner, Nagaon by the committee consisting of Extra Assistant Commissioner, Nagaon ;
Additional Superintendent of Police, Nagaon ; Addl. Deputy Commissioner, Nagaon; Executive Engineer, PWD, Building Division, Nagaon;
Executive Engineer, PWD Roads Division, Nagaon and Officer-In-charge, Fire Service Station, Nagaon. The report was submitted in respect
of feasibility or otherwise of use of different institutions including the petitioner college for the then ensuing Panchayat election 2013.
17. It was on the basis of the above report, the petitioner college was requisitioned. It is the same very report which has been referred
to by the District administration towards requisitioning the petitioner college without there being any subsequent derivation of satisfaction
towards requisitioning the college. None of the members of the committee is from the academic field. The college was seen from the
prospective of administrative convenience for making use for the then Panchayat Election, 2013. The position has much altered now. Apart
from the fact that as per the requirement of Section 3 of the aforesaid Act of 1964, there is requirement of deriving satisfaction requiring
the college to be requisitioned, but there is also no assessment of the situation that would emerge in the academic atmosphere pursuant
thereto.

18. The impugned order shown to have been passed under Section 3(1) of the aforesaid Act of 1964 also refers to Section 160 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951. For a ready reference, Section 160 is quoted below :-

§

g

160. Requisitioning of premises, vehicles, etc., for election purposes.—(1) If it appears to the State Government that in connection with s

an election held within the State—

(a) any premises are needed or are likely to be needed for the purpose of being used as a polling station or for the storage of ballot

boxes after a poll has been taken, or
(b) any vehicle, vessel or animal is needed or is likely to be needed for the purpose of transport of ballot boxes to or from any polling
station, or transport of members of the police force for maintaining order during the conduct of such election, or transport of any officer
or other person for performance of any duties in connection with such election,
the Government may by order in writing requisition such premises, or such vehicle, vessel or animal, as the case may be, and may make
such further orders as may appear to it to be necessary or expedient in connection with the requisitioning :

Provided that no vehicle, vessel or animal which is being lawfully used by a candidate or his agent for any purpose connected
with the election of such candidate shall be requisitioned under this sub-section until the completion of the poll at such election.
(2) The requisition shall be effected by an order in writing addressed to the person deemed by the State Government to be the owner or
person in possession of the property, and such order shall be served in the prescribed manner on the person to whom it is addressed.
(3) Whenever any property is requisitioned under sub-section (1), the period of such requisition shall not extend beyond the period for
which such property is required for any of the purposes mentioned in that sub-section.
(4) In this section,—
(a) "premises” means any land, building or part of a building and includes a hut, shed or other structure or any part thereof;
(b) "vehicle" means any vehicle used or capable of being used for the purpose of road transport, whether propelled by mechanical power
or otherwise.”
19. If we go by the aforesaid provision of Section 160, a premise can be made use of for the purpose of Polling Station, storage of ballot
boxes after a poll has been taken. The Government may by order in writing requisition such premises for the said purpose. But in the
instant case, the purpose for requisition is multifacets including barricading and construction of strong rooms etc. As submitted the
impugned order is in respect of the polls to be held on 07/04/2014 and 24/04/2014 i.e. on two different dates. In Paresh Chandra Chatterjee
(Supra), the Division Bench of this Court held that the public purpose implicit in the “for providing proper facilities for accommodation”.
This was in reference to the provisions of the Act of 1964, which according to Mr. P.K. Goswami, learned counsel for the petitioner
cannot prevail over a special law like the Representation of the People Act, 1951. In P. Rajan Sandhi (Supra), the Apex Court made a
distinction between the Working Journalist Act and the Payment of Gratuity Act, and held that while the former Act is a special law,
the later Act is a general law.
20. Section 160 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 has specifically provided for requisitioning of premises for election purposes
under which the authority is empowered to requisition any premises for the purpose of being used as a Polling Station or for the storage
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of Ballot boxes after a poll has been taken, but the same cannot be enlarged to a kind of situation in which the entire premises will remain
under requisition for 1 % months from 31/03/2014 to 18/05/2014. Coupled with this, there will also be requirement to vacate the premises
by removing the structures that would be installed which also likely to consume further time. The petitioner college has also emphasized
on the damage that is likely to be caused to the building and the premises with the installation of such temporary structures including
strong room, store rooms etc.

21. While it is true that the notified election will have to be held as per the schedule and for the purpose the district administration may
require suitable premises/buildings but at the same time it cannot be oblivious of the other basic requirements, most importantly to maintain
the academic atmosphere of the college/academic institutions. As per the own showing of the respondents, irrespective of the number of
rooms which will remain under requisition, it would require the entire premises of the college w.e.f. 31/03/2014 for barricading and
construction of strong rooms etc. It can easily be visualized as to what would be the kind of situation in the college premises with such
activities.

22. It was suggested by the district administration through Mr. D. Baruah, learned counsel representing the respondents that if need be
the students of the petitioner college would be provided 10(ten) rooms each in other educational institutions nearby to the college. This
plea cannot be accepted for the simple reason that the students of the petitioner college with the kind of atmosphere they are acquainted
with, must be allowed to proceed with their studies with the same atmosphere. Coupled with this in the alternative premises, there will
also not be laboratory facilities. On the other hand, students of the said two institutions will also suffer It is for the aforesaid reasons,
the Election Commission of India also emphasized on the need to maintain the academic atmosphere of the School/College /Educational
Institution vide their Annexure-2 letter dated 28/07/2010, which is reproduced below :-

“ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001
No. 464/INST/.2010/EPS Dated 28th July, 2010
To
The Chief Electoral Officers of
All the States and Union Territories.
Subject : Use of School/College/Educational Institution premises for the purpose of election and setting up of Strong Rooms/
Counting Centre-regarding.

Sir/Madam,

Under sub-section 1(a) of section 160 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, the premises should be requisitioned only
if it is “needed or likely to be needed for the purpose of being used as polling stations or for storage of ballot boxes after a poll has
been taken.”

2. It has come to the notice of the Commission that the District Authorities requisition the premises of School/College building for the
purpose of setting up of polling station/Counting Centres and Strong Rooms for storage of EVMs and do not properly compensate for
the damages to School Authorities or do not keep in view the larger societal duties in view. Further, personnel on duty do not take
attention to keep the premises clean, which may have an adverse impact on students or educational institutions.
3. The Commission has considered the matter and has directed that the State/district authorities before requisitioning school/College
buildings or any other building for the purpose of setting up of Polling/Counting Centres, Strong Rooms for storage of polled EVMs,
should keep larger societal duties in view and explore the possibilities for the availability of other suitable alternatives building/premises
so that the educational institutions are least affected or the purpose for which the building has been constructed, keeping in view the
larger societal needs is not defeated. Accordingly, the District Election Officers should personally take care of the aforesaid instructions
before establishing “Counting Centres” and “Strong Rooms” for polled EVMs and ensure that larger societal duties are not forgotten or
given complete go by even where alternatives are available.
4. You are, therefore, requested to bring the above instructions to the notice of District Election Officer and ensure that these are strictly
complied.
Yours faithfully
(SUMIT MUKHERIJEE)
UNDER SECRETARY”
(Emphasis added)

23. For all the aforesaid reasons, I am inclined to allow the writ petition by setting aside the impugned order. There shall be no order as
to costs.

JUDGE

Sukhamay
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The Vice-Presidents of Nowgong College Students’ Union (1981-2014)

Sri Dharma Bhatta

Sri Pabitra Pran Sarma
Sri Bijoy Borthakur

Sri Trilochan Borah

Sri Surajit Goswami

Sri Ashish Kumar Saikia
Sri Arun Kumar Sinha
Sri Pranjal Bharali

Sri Raju Goswami

Sri Hiranya Mahanta

Sri Rajib Kumar Borah

Sri Dipankar Rai

Sri Navajyoti Saikia

Sri Bhaskar Jyoti Goswami
Sri Tkram Hussain

Sri Bhaskar Jyoti Baruah
Sri Anjanmoni Baruah

Sri Sunil Borah

Sri Lakshya Jyoti Saikia

Sri Karuna Sinha

Sri Rahul Debgoswami

Sri Deepmoni Borah

Sri Hemanta Madhav Borah
Sri Jyotisman Bora

Sri Suman Saikia

Sri Mridupawan Gayan

Sri Parsho Jyoti Das

Sri Debabrat Hazarika

Sri Arup Jyoti Nath

The General Secretaries of Nowgong College Students' Union (1970-2014)

Sri Anil Sharma

Sri Swahid Anil Borah

Sri Bhuban Chandra

Sri Gautam Borah

Sri Dharani Borah

Sri Bibhu Bharali (i/c)

Sri Bibhu Bharali

Sri Biswajit Bordoloi (Nominated)
Sri Sibananda Kakoty (i/c)
Sri Ahidur Zaman

Sir Girindra Kumar Baruah
Sri Sarat Barkataki

Sri Ajit Singh

Sri Bijoy Kumar Borthakur

Sri Chimal Deuri

Sri Surajit Goswami

Sri Pitambar Saikia

Sri Ranjit Nath

Sri Abhijeet Goswami

Sri Amarjeet Goswami

Sri Bhabesh kumar Saikia

Sri Ratul Kumar Nath (i/c)

Sri Dipu Hazarika

SirRanjan Barkakoty (Golden Jublee year)
StiMahendra Konwar(Golden Jublee year)
Sri Manabjyoti Bhattacharyya
Sri Chandra Bhanu Bhuyan

Sri Ankur Borah

Sri Bedabrata Sharma

Sri Chandra Sekhar Sharma
Sri Bimalesh Talukder

Sri Moon Kumar Borah
Sri Mousum Das

Sri Horen Dolle

Sri Rajat Bordoloi

Sri Abhijit Borah.

Sri Raj Pallab Saha

Sri Hriday Jeet Bora

Sri Jukti Shidha Borkakati
Sri Naba Jyoti Deka

Sri Suruj Phukan

Sri Rubul Kakati

The Editors of Nowgong College Students' Union (1945-2014)

Sri Mahim Borah

Sri Devendra Nath Hazarika
Sri Taroon Phukan

SriA. Goswami

Sri Prafulla Ch. Mahanta
Sri Amulya Ch. Nath

Sri Keshava Nanda Deva Goswami

Sri Borzen Borthakur
Sri Kabin Borah
Sir Renuka Ranjan Kotoky

Sri Pradyunma Narayan Deva Goswami

Sri Kiran Mahanta
Sri Robin Deka

Sri Padma Pator
Sri Padma Pator
Sri Jagat Hazarika
Sri Zinnatul Islam

Sri Been Borbora

Sri Luit Borah

Sri Gunindra Gayan
Sri Muruli Sarma

Sri Tizul Islam Baksh
Sri Amulya Nath

Sri Mukul Sarma

Sri Papul Borah

Sir Jyotrimoy Chakraborty
Sri Jayanta Sarma

Sri Surajit Goswami
Sri Surajit Goswami
Sri Monoj Kr. Das
SriDevajit Borah

Sri Rajib Kr. Hazarika
Sri Mrinal Borah

Sri Akhil Bhagawati

Sri Navajyoti Mahanta
Sri Apurba Kr. Baruah

Sri Mantu Borah

Sri Partha Pratim Saikia
Sri Hemanta Kumar Borah
Sri Debasish Bezbaruah
Sri Pankaj Pratim Mahanta
Sri Kuldeep Bora

Sri Bharat Gohain }
Sri Mridu Paban Bora

Sri Nayan Jyoti Talukdar
Sri Bongkim Baruah

Sri Enjoy Ivon Phillips

Sri Lakhimi Sharma

Sri Indranil Kakati

Sri Noyan Jyoti Bonia

Sri Homnath Khakhlary
Sri Subham Goswami
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